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COVER PHOTO 


Lesser Long~cared Bat, Nyctophilus geoffroyii, 
photographed after capture at St.Aiden's Orphanagc in the new bat trap, 
as part of the Mammal Survey Group's bat survey. 


PHOTO Graham Hill 


Deadline for next issue is Friday 18th February. 
(Typed contributions are preferred, but if this is not possible, then 
please make every effort to use neat, legible hand writing or printing) 


Permission to reproduce articles from Whirrakee must be obtained from 
Editor. All back. numbers are availahle from the Editor at a cost of 
50 cents each. (Complete sets of Volume 1 and 2 are available at the 
reduced price of $5.00. set. Postage extra) 


- EDITORS PAGE - 


Since coming to Bendigo in 1969, the Wilkinson family has experienced 
Bendigo's wettest year since records began (1973), the driest year (last 
year), the most widespread snow falls in this area this century (winter, 
1981), temperatures ranging from -6°C, and some of the severest frosts of 
* recent years, up to 45°C, and some’ of the worst heat waves. We have’ 
experienced wind and dust stoving} thunderstorms; mini-tormadoes, and * 
torrential rain in summer, day-long fogs, and days of drizzling rain in 
winter - one wonders what else is in store! As the drought intesifies, and 
we swelter in 40°+ heat, fighting a losing battle to nurse the garden and 
bonsai. collection through:on restricted watering, it is difficult to avoid 
wondering why people voluntarily subject themselves to such a climate. 


I suppose the answer has to be that the extremes are really not the 
dominant features, and over-a normal year (if there is such a thing!) ‘ 
we experience some truly delightful weather. Who among us has not succumbed 
to the temptation to sayour the envy of relatives.or friends complaining 
about a cold, miserable autumn or spring day in Melbourne, while we 
smugly ‘report clear skies and balmy temperatures. However, as Mary and I 
ruefully survey the losses among her collection°*of bonsai, it is hard to 
avoid a yearning for a kinder climate. A 20 year old bonsai cannot be 
replaced, and the losses are making this drought seem particularly cruel to us. 


eek kok kok eR OK 


However cruel the drought has been to home gardeners, it has been very 
much harder on the man on the land, and particularly so for the dry land 
farmers. Since early September, when it seemed fairly obvious that the 
spring rains were going to fail, my main task at work (as geologist at the 
Minerals and Energy office in Bendigo) has been providing advice on 
underground water prospects for farmers wanting to turn to bores as an 
alternative to rapidly diminishing surface supplies. When Lennox Walker's 
forecast "good rains in October" failed to materialise, and November proved 
exceptionally hot and dry, the rate of enquiries increased to the point 
where I have been doing very little else for the last four months. This 
daily contact with farmers has given me a great admiration for the 
philosophical good humour with which they can discuss a pretty desperate 
situation. No doubt they are not original, but I thought I would pass on 
to you some of the home spun philosophy which has come my way. 


* "The drought must break sooner or later, and every day is one day closer 

to that time." 

* "When will the drought break? When there's enough painitt 

% Comment from farmer, who had been illegally drilling with his own power- 
auger when it was suggested that in normal times he might face 
prosecution - "Well, at least it would mean free board and lodging!" 

* Comment from water diviner, (as reported by farmer), when confronted with 
evidence of spoctacular. failure, "Ask the driller if the hole was vertical" 
(It was.) (The water diviners unfounded notion of narrow underground 
streams is very useful when a divined bore is a failure. "You must have 
just missed the stream by x feet (or inches, as above)". 'The driller 
must have moved the peg" etc. ) 


(I have gathered quite a lot of evidence for and against, and case 
histories about, water divining, which could make an interesting article 


~ for a later Whirrakea. when the drought is finally over. ) 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor. 
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A BIT OF A RAMBLE 
Sr by Marilyn Berry. 


A BIRD MYSTERY SOLVED 


A. few weeks ago I.was delighted to have a bird mystery of two summers 
back solved, While I was visiting my parents at Carisbrook, a local 
resident with a new-found interest in bird-watching called round to see 
whether my father would be able to identify a bird which had recently 
appeared several times at his home. My father thought the bird was a male 
White-winged Triller, and showed us illustrations in several books. 


The bird I had seen two years ago in our back-yard in Eaglehawk seemed 
to me at the time to be very slim, and like a honey-eater in shape; 
however it was perched on the frame of a compost-heap, A week later John 
and I were walking in the neighbourhood when I saw the same species of 
bird in a eucalypt, feeding. We were able to watch it at close quarters 
for a few minutes. As well as the features I had previously noticed - the 
light and sparse striations on the breast, the dark eye-stripe and the 
pale underparts - I could see this time that some of the wing feathers 
were dark brown with fawn outlines. Especially after the second sighting 
of the bird, I was very keen to know what it was, but I couldn't find any 
illustration that quite fitted. Of the illustrations I looked at, the 
closest seemed to be that of the Striped Honeyeater., Until the other 
week, when I saw Pizzey's illustration of the female White-winged Triller, 
I had long since ceased to wonder about the bird, but seeing Pizzey's 
illustration seemed immediately to solve the problem, and reading his 
‘description confirmed this. 


The reason my father readily suggested that the bird his friend had 
seen was a Triller was that a male Triller had appeared at his own place 
within the past few weeks. He thought it had ceme into town to feed because 
of the drought. However, it seems that they may feed in built-up areas 
during dry periods generally, and not only in summers when there is a 
severe drought, 


FLOODS AND BIRDS IN NEW ZEALAND 


Drought was certainly not something we had to contend with during our 
stay in the North Island of New Zealand (Dec.4th - 27th.). In fact, we were 
treated to continuous light rain on our first full day in the country, not 
to mention views of lush green rolling hills:, and this, as we later 
discovered, was only a gentle introduction to moister times. 


We were to experience heavy rain while staying in the Wairarapo; and 
while in Lower Hutt Christmas shopping John parked the (borrowed) car in 
the car-park by the river, only to find on returning that cars in the 
lower section of the parking area had been towed away because the river 
had flooded there. (Our vehicle was not affected). The Hutt River was 
flowing with tremendous force and speed, with large logs being carried along. 
At that stage I could not understand where so many logs in flooded rivers 
could come from, but on returning to the Wairarapa the following day I was 
enlightened, The banks of the Tauherenikru River had been undermined severely 
in places so that uprooted trees were littered where they had stood firmly 
only a few days before. : 


Certainly one of the highlights of our trip was seeing Tuis, both in a 
private garden at Te Puke, and in bushland in the Urewera National Park. 
They are so glossy and elegant, with their dark plumage and contrasting 
white tufts, and their melodious calls are equally admirable. 


4, 
A BIT OF A RAMBLE -continued 


Also in the Urewera Park we saw our first pair’ of Paradise Duck, and 
heard a Morepork calling at night from across Lake Waikaremeana. However, 
with the exception of the Pipit, the birds we saw most frequently were not 
native, but introduced species such as Yellowhammers, Blackbirds» and” 
Californian Quail. The bush of the Urewera National Park is “superb, 

The rimu was, for me, the most visually" impressive species, overtopping 
the surrounding forest and growing to a height of 50 m. However, .in the 
highest altitudes rin. u disappears, giving way to beech forest. Teh forests 
we saw fell into the categories of beech/rimu or rimu/northern rata/tawa. 


From. the roadside two of the most interesting! types of plant we saw 
were epiphytes, growing high on the boles of large trees and treeferns. 
Three species of tree-fern grow near Lake Waikaremoana, which is” almost 
2000 feet “above sea-level. 


Once out of. the Park, we were to see only small packet of native bush 
until we crossed the Rimutakas on the way to and from Wellington, 


‘From the Urewera National Park we headed for Napier and spent. ‘the night 
at Westshore. Late in the afternoon, at the beach, we saw a Gannet fly 
parallel to a breaker, its wing-tip sometimes cutting the wave. Less — 
spectacular, but of greater significance; was a sighting of a Little Tern. 
Also at Westshore, on mud-flats, we saw Eastern Bar-tailed Godwits and ans 
solitary Golden Plover. 


Unfortunately , cite was: the last of-+our. deniovsl bivdawatch ingly : 
It seems to be easier to bird-watch when holidaying as a family than when 
staying with relatives, unless they happen to ‘share BE interne Sib2e, 
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ANCHOR PLATS sieearia pubeseans) & AT TURPINS FALLS AND BARFOLD- GORGE ay 
by Jack Ipsen 


For a time we have considered the Anchor Plant growing at Barfold Gorge 
to be the only one in that district. Recently my wife and I discovered two 
plants at Turpins Falls. These localities are both on che puss fee 
and in each case the plants are old and woody. 


‘Major T. Mitchell, on his journey returning to Sydney “from Portland, 
mentioned in his journal seeing an Anchor plant, and from that note I eer 
that he saw it before crossing the river. People who have tried to pin-point 
his crossing of the Campaspe. River contend. that, he crossed the stream with 
wagon downstream from the Barfold Gorges lone hansensn could’ cross’ ath 
many points.. iat Pore 


On a retent is ee the New England district of N.S. ies we found 
many of these plants on the Guy Fawkes River above Ebor Falls, near the town 
of Ebor. The fall in this case was like the ones on the Campaspe, caused by 
volcanic lava flow. These plants, although not as old and woody as the 
Campaspe River ones, were all mature plants growing on rising ‘ground beside 
the river and were the only shrubs left by cattle grazing amongst sparse : 
stands of Peppermint gums, Eucalyptus nichollii. 


In her book "Wild Flowers of Victoria", Jean Galbraith ee that 
the Anchor Plant is a shrub of moist localities and stream-sides. Perhaps 
as we search the’ areas arenes our’ rivers we will find more of these 
interesting eel 


Se 
' THE ORCHIDS OF BENDIGO AND DISTRICL 


~ PAR’ 8, THE SUN ORCHIDS, THELYMITRA SPECIES : 
' by Bob Allen and Tom Patullo 
Illustrations by Graham Hill. 


The Sun orchids are a large group of over fifty species, mostly 
Australian, but occurring also in New Zealand, New Caledonia, Indonesia, 
and the Philippines. They differ from most other orchids in having all their 
six floral parts similar in shape and size. The only way to tell the 
difference between the sepals and petals is in their position on the flower, 
When opening, the three sepals open first underneath the petals. The petals 
then unfold above the sepals, and this discloses the column sitting in the 
centre of the petals. Thelymitra is derived from two Greek words, thelys - 
feminine, and mitre - a turban. This refers to the shape of the hood of. 
the column, like a womans's head-dress, 


While many of the sun orchids are dependent on insects for their 
pollination, quite a few are self pollinating species. Some of these are 
Thelymitra retecta, T. irregularis, T. rubra, T. luteociliu, T. pauciflora, 
T, matthewsii and T. venosa. In fact some of these species are self 
pollinated very early in the bud stage before the flowers even open. 


Many of the flowers of this group open only under hot sunny conditions. 
“It is not a good idea to rely on colour in identifying the sun orchids. 
For instance T. pauciflora has been described as very variable in colour, 
varying from white to deepest purple with other hues being mauve, pale blue 
or pink or white. This variation is common throughout the genus. 


The best method of identification is to study the column. It has three 
lobes at the top with the side lobes often carrying small +ufts of hair. 
These lobes are referred to as column appendages. The middle lobe is 
sometimes in three parts as well. From the front view, there is a hollow in 
the column, and sometimes the stigma is visible at the base of this hollow. 
Then again, in some species it may be hidden at the tip or apex of the 
column. All these several points are good aids in identification. 


Thelymitra_antennifera Rabbit-ears Orchid : 
antennifera - antenna bearing. Referring to the lateral -ppendages of the 
column (the "Rabbit's Ears"). 


The stem is slender, six inches to a foot high (15-30 cm). It may be slightly 
flexuose (zig zagged), with two stem bracts. The leaf is narrow-linear, 

five to six inches (12,5-15 cm) long and channelled. The flowers are large, 
from one to three, usually bright yellow,-and the perianth segments about 
half an inch long. As mentioned above, many of the Thelymitras are self 
pollinated, and some rarely ever open. T. antennifera, however, opens quite 
freely in sunshine and is sweetly scented. The back of the sepals are marked 
with broad diffuse reddish stripes. The column is erect and rather wide, 

not hooded and is broadly winged. The wings are produced laterally into 

two long, dark reddish-brown erect appendages, resembling a pair of ears. 
These appendages are a sure method of distinguishing T. antennifera from 
any other sun orchid, It is fairly common in our district both in the local 
bushland and in the Whipstick scrub. It flowers from September to November. 


6. 
THE ORCHIDS OF BENDIGO AND DISTRICT continued 


Thelymitra ixioides Dotted Sun Orchid 

ixioides - like an ixia 

This orchid is not common in our district, but is widely scattered in such 
places as Sedgwick, Eppalock, Whipstick, Spring Gully etc.. It is a medium 
sized plant up to eight inches (20 cm) high with a channelled leaf up to 
five inches (12.5 cm) long. The column is erect; with the wings extending 
upwards and forward on either side of the anther, ending in white hair tufts 
(in our district). Thelymitra ixioides is a very beautiful orchid with its 
blue floral parts and deep blue spots. The flowers are from several up to 
about five or six and are on slender pedicels (the stalk of a single flower). 


There is a big variation in the colour of the flowers, being blue, violet, 
Mauve, and pink. Some writers mention white as well, but I have never found 
this colour in our area. The sepals are usually more highly coloured on the 
outside. The deep blue dots immediately give us the clue that we have 

found T. ixioides, and it is the three top segments (the dorsal sepal and 
the two petals) that are dotted. There are seven other dotted Thelymitras 
throughout Australia but, T. ixioides is easily distinguished from them as 
five of them are confined to Western Australia. Of the other two (both 
Victorians) T. irregularis has all the floral segments dotted, and is only 
found near the coast, andT. fusco-lutea is not in our district, the closest 
occurrences being at Aireys Inlet, and in the Grampians. 


Thelymitra ixioides var, truncata 


This variety is a smaller plant than T. ixioides, with correspondingly 
smaller flowers. It is distinguished by its entire, and conspicuously 
truncate (cut off squarely, or ending abruptly) mid lobe to the column. 
It has blue hair tufts, and has been noted at Maryborough , One Tree Hill, 
Sedgwick and in the Wpeticle. 


Thelymitra rubra Salmon Sun Orchid, 

rubra - red 

This slender aera is up to ten inches (25 cm) high. The stem is usually 
flexuose (having a tendency to zig zag), and is a reddish purple colour. 
It has up to three stem bracts, with the lowest much longer than the upper 
ones, and all are stem clasping. The channelled leaf is up to six inches 
(15 en) long, and the flowers are from one to four in number. They are 
usually salmon coloured, as the common name implies, but very occasionally 
pink. A distinguishing feature of T. rubra is the very broad mid-lobe 

of the column appendages. These wrinkled brownish. appendages | point forward, 
but the column has no hood or hair tufts. This Orchid is eels a self- 
pollinating species and only opens in bright sunlight. — “ 


I called in for a quick look at the Blue Jacket Reservoir a ‘few years ago. 
on the way to catching up to the rest of the Bendigo F.N.C. members. 
Hundreds of these orchids were in full flower and presented a beautiful 
sight, so much so that I went back an hour later with the Club members, 
to find all the orchids closed. Clouds had blotted out the sun. This is 
a rather common orchid in the Bendigo bush land beire found in both the 
damper forest lands, and also the drier conditions of the Whipstick. 
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8. 
THE ORCHIDS OF BENDIGO AND DISTRICT continued 


Thelymitra flexuosa Twisted Sun Orchid 
flexuosa, referring to the flexuose or zig-zagging shape of the stem. 


A slender glabrous plant up to ten inches (25cm) high. Widespread in 
scattered communities on damp heaths and scrublands, and ranging into dry 
forest country of Southern Australia. The leaf is narfow-linear, about four 
inches (10cm) long and rather thin. It is stiff and pointed, and sheaths 
the stem low down. The flexuose stem is pinkish, with several small 
sheathing bracts, which are located where the stem bends. It bears one to 
three creamy-yellow flowers and resembles those of Thelymitra rubra, but 
they are slightly larger. They open only on hot days. 


_The,column is erect and broadly winged, without any appendages. They have 
.been reported from Maldon but we are hoping for reports of this orchid 
closer to Bendigo. They flower for a period from September on into the hot 
weather. 


Thelymitra chasmogama Globehood Sun Orchid 


Some of our Sun Orchids have great trouble in opening their flowers but 

this one is just the opposite. My notes say that on the 27/10/74, in company 
with the late Mr Fred Taylor, they were observed flowering freely ona 
cloudy day at Muckleford. They were wide open, and presented a lovely sight. 
They were quite plentiful, but only in the one area. Dr Jim Willis recorded 
this orchid in the Whipstick in October 1947. They are slender glabrous 
plants around ten inches (25cm) high. The narrow, linear leaf is from 

four to five inches (10-12.5em) long. The stem is pinkish with two sheathing 
stem bracts. The two or three flowers are on slender pedicels, and are a 
pale pinkish colour. The hair tufts are dense and yellow. The mid-lobe of 
the column is smooth and globe like. The anther case is situated high above 
the sticky stigma. It is a self pollinating orchid and this is done when 

the flower is wide open (unlike T.luteocilium which pollinates early 

in the bud stage). It is a fairly rare orchid, and flowers in the October- 
November period. 


Thelymitra luteocilium Fringed Sun Orchid 


I have no personal notes on this orchid so am referring to W.H. Nicholls 

who states that it is a slender species averaging around twelve inches (30cm) 
high. The thick leaf is channelled, and about six inches (15cm) long and 
sheathing the stem. There are two sheathing stem bracts on the stem. 

The flowers are a pale pink to light reddish, with from two to five on slender 
pedicels. The columm is erect with yellow hair tufts. The anther is situated 
above the stigma, with its rather blunt triangular point projecting between 
the hair tufts making it another Thelymitra that self pollinates itself 

early in the bud stage. The flowers only open wide during extremely humid 
weather. T.luteocilium flowers from early September to November and is 

found in western and south-central Victoria. It could possibly be found 

in this district. 


ORCHID FACTS No. 8 
SYMBIOSIS 


When two or more different organisms live together for mutual benefit, 
the relationship is termed symbiosis. A number of examples of symbiosis 
are known in both the animal and plant world. The mycorrhiza is one of 
the best known in the plant world. 


The mycorrhiza is the association of a fungus with the roots of a plant. 
The fungus may live as a mantle over the surface, or else invades the tissue 
of the root and lives within the cells in the outer regions of the root. 
Roots that form mycorrhiza are usually short and stumpy and devoid of root 
hairs. The normal absorbing functions of root hairs are taken over by the 
fungus. The plant benefits from the nutrients absorbed by the fungus, while 
the fungus probably obtains excess sugars produced by the green plant. 


Another association involving a root is that between the roots of 
certain plants such as legumes, (beans, peas, etc.) and bacteria. The 
bacteria, found in root swellings termed nodules are capable of converting 
nitrogen from the atmosphere into a form that the plant can use. The 
bacteria benefit from the association in that pate obtain their supply of 
sugars from the plant. 


The crust-like lichens often found on bare rocks, offer another 
example of symbiosis. Here the association is between an alga (tiny green 
plants, often aquatic), and a fumgus. The algae is protected and supplied 
with moisture by the fungus. The fungus absorbs, in turn, sugars from the 
algal cells. 


(From the Marshall Cavendish "Encyclopedia of Gardening", 
page 79, and pages 2205-2206.) 


ORCHIDS TO LOOK FOR IN FEBRUARY 


This is the one month of the year when it would be difficult indeed 
to find an orchid in flower in the Bendigo area. 


In a good year there could be a rare chance of finding the last late 
flower out on a spike of Ladies Tresses, orchid - Spiranthus sinensis, or 
perhaps a late flower on the Hyacinth Orchid ~ Dipodium punctatun. 

There may also be a chance of finding a late specimen of the Horned Orchid - 
Orthoceras strictum. 


The early autumn orchids do not start until late March and April in a 
normal year, but I fear that this year there will be small chance of 
finding the autumn varieties at all, due to the dryness of our bushland, 
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RAIN 
agouptled by, Don Franklin 


Rain - the subject on everyone's mind. Here's some figures to turn 
you green with envy. 


| Whilst it ‘took Bendigo all of last year to accumulate’'8 in. (210 mn.) 
Of. mater Plumb Point in Jamaica once managed the’ same amount in seettoes 
minutes. 


The wettest 24 femied on record occurred on “the island of La Re! union, 
midway between Ceylon and Indonésia. The amount -°73.5 in. (1870 mm.). 
That week (in March 1952) they went’on to receive 160 in. (4,000 mm.) © 
For comparison, Australia's wettest 24 hours record is held by ‘Crohamhurs* 
in ‘south-east Queensland, where on 2/2/1893, 36 inv Sed, maim « r) bos ? 

: causing severe flooding of ‘the Brisbane River. ° aa 


The wettest place on earth is near the summit. of ipa lalgotaters 

in Hawaii. According to the more conservative and probably more reliable 
source at two I've read, the average annual rainfall is 451 ‘in, ‘€1L,455 mm, } 
The area's wettest year on record yiélded 621°in.: However, “the world’ 
record wet year occurred at Cherrapunji in far eastern India; from August 
1860 to July 1861. In the first ten months the area’ Had 520’ in.. Ind me, 
154 in, fell, whilst the final crescendo (the world's wettest ‘month récor 
was a downpour of 366 in.. The year's tally was 1041.78 in. ‘(26,461 mm. de 
I'm not so sure that u don't prefer the drought.- 


At the other extreme, Australia's driest area is near bake Byes 
where the averagé annual rainfall is about 4. in.. Australia has one 
- yecorded instance of absolutely no rain in a year. This was on a athe 
near Port Hedland, W.A., in 1924, 


The world's driest area is the Desierto de Atacama in Goi tes 
Theres the average annual rainfall is - nil. 


(Sources - Geography Dept. notes from the University of New England, 
the Guinness Book of Records, Reader's Digest Atlas of Australia, and 
the Bendigo Advertiser of 4/1/1983. ) 
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Membership Officer © 4 Eagiehawk Rd., Bendigo, 


_ Dear Miss Pema: a 
fo Re Bere the illness of. omy. father, Mr.P. +H, Richardson , at is 
with real regret that we advise his. mon orship will not be renewed. _. 
: _ He has had a long and happy association with your Club, 

and recalls with pleasure the many warm friendships made. over the years, 

I convey his best wishes to the Club and the hope that 

it may go from strength to strength in the future; and extend our 
congratulations on the establishment of the Salomon Ey ee Reserve’ - 
a most gratifying achievement. 


Yours Sincerely, Mrs Berry Wallace. 
Mr Richardson is now in Ward 22, Home and Hospital for the Aged, 


BIRD NOES AND OBSERVATIONS FOR DECEMBER 


Guest speaker for December was Mr Keith Richards, a well known 
photographer whose works are featured in Peter Slaters book, "Masterpieces ©. 
of Australian Bird Photography". Mr Richards travelled up ayaa Melbourne, 
where he holds the position of treasurer with the Melbourne Bird Observers 
Club. His slides were of excellent quality, showing not only the birds of 
the dry interior, but the terrain so that the audience could relate visualiy | 
to the area which he was discussing, Mr Richards and his late wife can be 
commended for their photography, for their hobby was started late in their 
life (14 years ago). Not only were they late starters in photography but 
Mr Richards has porns eye sight making the focusing of his camera lens a_ 
difficult task. 


From the 4th of September to December Black honey-eaters were observed 
in numbers of about 50, approximately 30 kn from Inglewood. The habitat 
was one of scattered Eucalyptus and Acacia forest. Approximately 20 pairs 
nested during this period. Young birds were seen in November, but by December 
only a few birds remained. A verbal yeport concerning Black Honey-eaaters 
was the sighting of these birds on the Mornington Peninsula, a long way 
from the dry inland habitat they usually prefer. 


Another report from the Inglewood district was the sighting of a afamaiy 
of Powerful Owls, two adults and two young, at Mt Moliagul (27/13/82), , 
The two WO paler young perched in the open while the darker plumaged parents 
screened themselves amongst the foliage of the Yellow Box tree. On the 
28th of February a pair of Powerful Owls were reported from the same area. 


North of Inglewood is a place called Kurting, where a lone Red Backed 
Kingfisher was observed perching on power lines (7/11/82). The terrain 
was of open farmland with roadside trees, with earthen mounds close by. 


At the Bendigo Sewerage farm, seven Glossy Ibis were seen (6/11/82) 
along with 80 Wiskered Terns. On the 12th of November another eleven 
Glossy Ibis were re observed fe feeding in pasture~land alongside Strawnecked 
and Sacred Ibis , This observation was at Bamawn. In the Maryborough forest 
a White Throated. Warbler was MEE and at Bemawn a Banded Landrail, 
ACRE ADS i poe 
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FEBRUARY EXCURSION ; 
Sunday February 13th LEADER John Lindner 


VENUE Bullarto Reservoir. 
A beautiful open area, surrounded by the tall timber of the Wombat 
State Forest. The reservoir is almost dry, but its bed, thickly 
cappeted with Swamp Isotore, is a busy foraging ground for .many Dirds. 
particularly robins. There is a good chance of seeing such birds as 
the Rufous Fantail and Leaden Flycatcher too. Blackberries should be 
ripening then - so be Deer ened for harvesting operations~if-you Lik 
them. 

PLEASE BRING 1. Warn clothes in case the weather changes, It will almest 

certainly be cooler down there than in Bendigo, 2. Rain coat (just in case). 

3. Water. 4. No fires allowed, sc bying a gas stove or the like if you want 

to have a barbeque. 5, Binccalars. 6. Lunch and afternoon tea. 


12. 
FEBRUARY EXCURSION. continued 


DEPARTURE 9.00 am, Education Dept., Havlin Street. 


The distance is 85 kilometres from Bendigo, via Castlemaine and Daylesford. 
Hence the earlier start. 

For those who wish to come a bit later, and not in convoy, proceed to the 
hamlet of Bullarto, approximately 10 km east of Daylesford on the road to » 
Trentham. 1.5 km past Bullarto, turn left into Babbingtons Road, which 
will take you to the reservoir, 


ek eke kek ek kk ke 


MARCH EXCURSICN 


Sunday March 13th LEADER Graham Hill 


VENUES 1. Mt. Franklin, between Castelmaine and Daylesford is an extinct 
volcano, whose crater has been planted with many conifers and deciduous trees. 
Autumn colours may be starting to appear. Magnificent views of central 
Victoria may be had from the lookout on the rim of the crater. 
2. Hepburn Springs. Yes, you too can join the headlong stampede 
to imbibe more of that poisonous Stare called mineral water ... . or you 
can stick to beer, wine and whisky. The end result will probably be similar. 
3.. Wombat Hill in Daylesford. Parks and gardens with many huge 
trees of European origin. 


PLEASE BRING 1. Warm clothes. It is sure to be quite cool down south. 
2. Rain coat. 
3. Lunch and afternoon tea. Barbeques are provided at hs 
Franklin. 
4, Binoculars. 
5. Bottles for spa water (optional) 


DEPARTURE 9.00 am Education Department, Havlin Street. 
The distance to Mt. Franklin is about 65 kilometres, via 
Castlemaine and Guildford. Late starters can join the party 
at Mt. Franklin. 
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COMMITTEE REPORT FOR JANUARY 


The January Committee Meeting was held at the home of Chris Bunn-on 
Monday 24th. 


1, Discussion on the types of display at the Community Day on 27th 
February. As many members as possible are asked to help man the stand we 
will be presenting. ye ey Lbs bo: ett 

2. A report from the Membership Committee showed that almost 30% 
of members were unfinancial! ‘ mnt 

3, "“Eucalypts of Bendigo" has been completed. It is currently 
undergoing final editing and typing. : a ES, Ss 5 
4, Nominations for new membership were received for:- 


(i) My. and Mrs. A. Flanders and family. 
(ii) Jan Floreani. 


5. A sub-committee was formed to comment on the new Mines Ammendment 
Bill. A preliminary report on the new Bill was received from the C.C.V. 

- 6, It was decidéd to write to the Bendigo Branch of the Tasmanian 
Wilderness Society requesting information on local activities. This — 
information is to be passed on to members.. of the B.F.N.C. 

7. A letter of resignation from Mr. P. Richardson was received with 
regret. The letter is to be published in Whirrakee and an acknowledgment — 
is to be sent to Mr. Richardson. Shoat FE tia” sere 

8. Pamphlets on the "Victorian Vascular Plant Checklists" were 


received, These publications are published by the Western Victoria Field 
Naturalist Clubs Association. a yf 


Reeewani yody ahetaraee 
CENT RAL VICTORTA ARCHAEOLOGY SOCTETY 


At the February 28th meeting of the Society Mr Noel Wallace, ar i 


. anthropologist who has worked closely with the aborigines over many years, 


will talk on "A Field Trip around the Mann Range, far north of South 
Australia", Ty ite, ys oro ¢ 
_._. The talk will describe a typical research trip made by Phyl and Noel 
Wallace with Pitjantjatjara informants and guides around the Mann Range, 
on the border of S.A.-N.T., recording mythology and sacred sites, visiting 
and photographing previously unrecorded caves with Paintings and rock. 
engravings. iti si ts Bre é, fH oe 

_ Meetings are held at the B.C.A.E. Students Union Meeting Room on the 
last Monday (28th of Feb.) of the month, starting at 7.30 pings © 


VICTORIAN VASCULAR PLANT CHECKLISTS 
NOW AVAILABLE!! 


Complete Guides to the Distribution of Indigenous and Naturalised Alien 
Plants in Victoria including all Rare and Endangered Species. 


Already Published: 


Victorian Vascular. Plant Checklists 1980 $6.00 
(Contains distribution data for 13 L.C.C,Study Areas and the 

24 Victorian botanical survey major grids. Complete with map, 

scale 1:1,000,000, showing Study Area boundaries and the major 

and minor (10' latitude x 10' longitude) grids.) 


Mallee Area Lists, 1979, Map scale 1:300,000 $6.00 
Corangamite Area Lists, 1980. Map scale 1:250,000 $6.00 
Alpine Area Lists, 1981. Map scale 1:250,000 $6.00 
East Gippsland Area Lists, 1981. Map scale 1;250,000 - $6.00 
North Central Area Lists, 1982. Map scale 1;250,000 $6.00 
Lists in Preparation 

Melbourne Area Lists. South Western Area Lists. 

Ballarat Area Lists. Gippsland Lakes Area Lists. 

North East Area Lists. Murray Valley Area Lists. 

South Gippsland Area Lists. Wimmera Area Lists. 


The following information comes from the Portland Observer of the 23rd. 
April, 1982, and should interest those who have purchased Cliff Beauglehole's 
study area reports. Peter Ellis provided this article, from which I have 
extracted the following: 


"Although not a professional and with no academic training in his 

specialised field, his experience has spanned decades and began when he 

was a small boy attending the Gorae Primary School. His interest was 

first kindled by his family and close friends who studied orchids growing 
in the area. - - - My, Beauglehole first accepted the challenge to take on 
the study of all flora when a leading Australian orchidologist the Rev. H. 
M.R. Rupp suggested he should. Mr. Rupp had received orchid samples from 
Mr. Beauglehole over many years, and obviously thought the latter was doing 
an excellent job. - - - Mr. Beauglehole is well respected in his field of 
study and is a sometimes controversial spokesman on conservation ~fhe* 
believes in speaking his mind and standing up for what he believes is right. 
In compiling his studies, Mr. Beauglehole has spent an average of 80 hours 
a week since 1979. His day comprises field work, much research, and, of 
course, the necessary writing. Mr. Beauglehole launched his first publication 
in 1979 and has since published one book each year, with the exception of 
1981 when he published two." — 


The 13 study area reports will cover 3540 species of vascular plants 
in Victoria, of which 2700 are native. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 


-Address for correspondence, P.0. Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


a 
Office bearers for 1982-1983 
PRESIDENT Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St, Cal.Gully 46 8736 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Sedgwick: 39 6254 
JUNIOR VICE PRESIDENT John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd. Ethawk 46 7132 
- SECRET ARY (A Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St.,Spring Gully 43 0521 
ASSISTANT SECRET ARY Rod Fyffe S46 Hargraeves St. Bendigo 43 7673 
TREASURER | Glenise Moors Sedgwick 39 6254 
_ MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka 36 9226 
EXCURSION ORGANISER John Lindner 62 Simpsons Rd., E'haw. 46 7132 
LIBRARIAN _ Helen Boon Kamarooka > 36 9252 


EDITOR Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St. Cal.Gully 46 8736 
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Membership of The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 
interested in natural history. The membership subscription rates are _ 
Single $9.00, Family $13.00, Pensioner and children, $6.00 

Whirrakee subscription only, $8.00 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 
Meetings Start at 7.30 pm, and conclude with. supper. 

The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special Services 
Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 

Full day excursions normally commence at 10.0 am., (usually on a Sunday) 

Half day excursions normally commence at 2.0 pm, and may be either a 

Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the 
weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts held several times in a 

year, usually co-inciding with long weekends or holiday periods, 


kok & ke oe te ke re ke ok ke 
The B.F.N.C, has two active sub-groups. 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 
Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m.° 
President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk | US Gea 
Secretary: Harvey Rich,58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of each month, 

(or fourth Thursday when third Thursday is day after general meeting) 

at 8.0 p.m. in member's homes as announced in the monthly diary, 
President: Berry Vardy, ‘Rocky Rises Rd,, Maiden Gully, 4Q 6214 
Secretary: John Lindner, 62 Simpson's Rd., Eaglehawk 46 7132 


MEET INGS 
. February 9th 


March 9th 


EXCURSIONS 
Sunday Feb.13th 


- DIARY - 


- ..1. Holiday reminiscences - Tienbers slide night * 


2. Visit by Bob Finlay of Possum Books, with his extensive 
range of natural history books at discounted Ae 
including many hard to obtain titles. 


% Please aeue your slides - we don't want a repeat of 
last year's embarrassment when only two members brought 
slides! A few interesting slides shown in 5-10 minute 
segments by a number of people spautg make for a varied 
and interesting evening. 


To be announced. Our invited speaker, Dr Neville Scarlett 


of Latrobe University is unable to come, and we have not 
yet been able to organise a replacement. 


Bullarto Regseaoie between Dayles ford and Trentham, 
Leader: John Lindner. 

NB Meet at Havlin St. at'9.0 9.0 am 

Details on page 11. 


Sunday March 13th Mt. Franklin ~ Hepburn Breiies - Wombat Hill 


Leader: Graham Hill 
NB Meet at Havlin St. at 9.0 am. 
Details on » page pb 


Labour Day Waekenct 


March 12-14th 


Nis FAN.C, A. Meeting at Macropus Park, Appia near. Kerang. 


Make your own booking on (054) 57 6222. Full board 
available at $20. per day. You can also camp, but please 


notify the park proprietor. The programme in outline is © 
Saturday - Mystic Park; Sunday - Pyramid Hill, and ; 
Monday - Reedy Lake, qpeterys available From NEAL Leeson, 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 


-Thurs.Feb.17th. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUE 


Fri.March 4th. 


Meeting at Graham Hill's home, op He Py 


7.30 pm, Agvieuttire Department, See 
Speaker: Ray Wallace, on "Waders of Bendigo! 
Bird of the Magne; Sharp-tailed Sandpiper. 


